


and health services as well as the economic opportunities necessary for sustainable 
communities. 

Climate change is a theme in the Discussion Paper. The Strategy ought to also consider the 
impact of climate change on Aboriginal people and communities. This might necessitate 
creating appropriate infrastructure to mitigate the impact of current and future climate 
change. There is also increasing pressure on Aboriginal-owned land regarding access to 
sites for alternative energy solutions in rural and remote regions. Potential internal migration 
due to climate change and extreme weather events could also be considered in the Strategy. 

The importance of contemporary digital technology is also a theme of the Discussion Paper. 
A significant number of Aboriginal people reside in regional and remote parts of South 
Australia where there is limited and/or inconsistent access to digital services. It is necessary 
to have the right infrastructure to mitigate the digital divide between city and country, and this 
is especially important particularly for all domains, including health, education, business and 
employment. 

Overall, in considering the Strategy's impact on Aboriginal peoples, we cannot stress too 
strongly that sound and authentic engagement processes, which reflect the principles of co­
design, are absolutely necessary to enable greater Aboriginal ownership of the Strategy. 

Thank you for providing us with an opportunity to comment on the Discussion Paper. 

Please contact me if you would like our staff to expand on some of the issues raised in this 
letter. 

Yours sincerely 

Nerida Saunders 
Executive Director 
Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation 
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