TE TAI OHANGA
THE TREASURY
12 August 2019
Mr Tony Shepherd AO
Chair, Infrastructure South Australia
Level 15 Wakefield House
30 Wakefield St Adelaide
GPO Box 2343
Adelaide SA 5001
Dear Mr Shepherd,

Treasury Submission on the 20-Year State Infrastructure
Strategy Discussion Paper
Congratulations on the release of Infrastructure South Australia's first substantive
document, the 20-Year State Infrastructure Strategy Discussion Paper. The New
Zealand Treasury welcomes the opportunity to provide commErnts.
Once established later this year, responsibility for the production of New Zealand's
long-term infrastructure strategy will transfer from the Treasury's National Infrastructure
Unit to the New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga (the Commission).
We expect the Commission will look to learn from Infrastructure South Australia's
experience, and that of the other Australian infrastructure bodies, as part of the
development of the next New Zealand long-term infrastructure! strategy.
The Treasury's comments attached focus on how the issues raised will develop into the
20-Year Strategy, and some considerations based on lessons learned from the
development of the 2010, 2011 and 2015 Thirty Year New Zealand Infrastructure
Plans.
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude for the support and input from your CEO
and from all the Australian infrastructure bodies in developing our Commission. Once
operational, I expect that the Commission will continue its collaboration with its trans
Tasman counterparts, including Infrastructure South Australia..
Thank you for inviting us to input to your Discussion Paper.
Yours sincerely,
[DELETED]
David Taylor,
Manager, National Infrastructure Unit
1 The Terrace
PO Box 3724
Wellington 6140
New Zealand
tel. 64-4-472-2733
https://treasury.govt.nz

We do think there is opportunity to clarify the end-point of the Strategy. We note the
Strategy will explore approaches to address challenges, and provide a framework to
enable the Government to plan and make decisions in relation to infrastructure. We
look forward to seeing how these develop, and how they will help infrastructure owners
and decision-makers ensure South Australia has the infrastructure it needs.
Implications
The Treasury considers there is also scope to further develop the implications sections
related to each of the issues raised in the discussion paper. We like how each
implications section states why the issues are important when considering long-term
infrastructure. However, these sections could draw out more detail around what the
issues actually mean for future infrastructure decisions, what trade-offs should be
considered, and what other questions should be asked when considering future
infrastructure investments.
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